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A fummary Relation of what bath been hitherto difervered in
the matter of the North-Eaft paffage ; communicared by a good
Hand.

T is fufficiently known to thofe who have made any infpzction
into the Navigation of this and the former Age, how ftudic
oufly and follicitoufly the Lords of the United Nesherlands have,
for thefe eighty years and more, laboured to encouviz e thif=
that fhould firit difcover a more compendiousand fhorter palfag:
by the North to Ghina, Fapon, and other Criental Countries.

But thofe who firft adventured upsn this Enterprize, found by
fad experience, that the fuccels anfwered not their expediation
and hopes: whofe calamitous encounters I fhal! not go about
to recite , fince their own Narratives have run through moit
hands.
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Thoie who immediately fucceeded them in that adventure, were
not much more fuccefsfu! for treading the fame fteps that the for-
mer had done, becowing involved in the fame difficulties: For
they weremif-led by an opinion, that that part of the Sea which
lieth betwixt Novs-zembls and the Continent of Tartary , had
been paffable, and that they might have failed through that to
China: Butit is now weil known to the e Muftovites and others,
that Nova-zembla is no Ifland, bura part of Tarzary; teothe Ealt-
fide whereof it is annexed by a large neck of land: Infomuch
that the armef Sea, into which men pafs through the Straight of

Weygatz , is not truly Sea , buta Lake of
-XCZZIF;"";— ':;;:;’if’;?g;r:C:; frefb waters * ;5 the great abundance of
il find atrwe avd ful 2o ‘Rivers, which out of 4fis empty them-
feription of the figure and  felves into this Gulf, occafioning this
pofition of Nova-zembla.  Erefh, fo that it is not to be counted
ftrange, if, efpecially in the Winter feafon, thefe waters are
ftrrongly bound up by the froft.

Nor ought any man to wonder, why the Navigation of William
Barentz (otherwife a well-experienced Mariner ) was unfuccefs-
ful, who paffed along the coalt of Nova-zembia , asfar as the
feventy feventh degree of Northern-latitude: For it is well
known to all that fayl Northward, that moft of thofe Northern
coafts are frozen up many leagues; though in the open Sea it is
not fo’; nonor uuder the Pole iz {elf, unlefs by accident, aswhen,
for example, upon the approach of the Summer, the froft break-
eth, and the [ce, which was congealed near forty or fifty leagues
to the fhoar, breaks off from the land and floats up and downin
the Sea,

This was the main obftru@tion to thofe that diredted their
courfe fomewhat higher towards the North ; who encountrin
with the vaft flakes of Ice, which coming fromthe feveral thoars
are driventoand fro in all parts, were forced to quit their de-
fign, and (tand back fortheir own Country.

There was, fome years {ince, a knat of Merchants of Am/fey-
dam, whoattempted thofe Seas withmuch better fuccefs than the
former.  For, beingadvanced to the feventy ninthor eightieth
degree of Northern-latitude,they paffed above an hundred leagues
sbove Nova membla toward the Eaft : And, although they gave
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firié charge to €onceal what they had feen and obferved s yer ic
became publickly known, that they had d.fcover’d aSea, be-
yond Nova-zembla, free fromall Ice, and very convenient for Na -
vigation.

Thefe being return'd to their own Country, with great hopes
of finding encouragement to make further difcoveries , petitioned
the Lords the States General of the United Provinces, Thar, (incs
they had granted the Trade of almoft all the Worid to the Go-
vernours of the Eaft and Weft-Indian Companies, and that ‘here
remained fcarce any thingto the reft of the Mircliants ( wuo, in
their opinion, had deferved as well of the Coummon-wesih as
themfelves) befides the Trade of the Mediterranesn and Baztick-
Seas, they would be pleafed to grant the Navigation of the Nor-
thern-Seas, and of the Eaffern (not yet difcovered ) to them,
exclufive to the Eaft and Welt-Indian Companies; and that fo
much the rather, becaufe that, many years fince, the States had,
with the promife of greatrewards, invired men to the difcovery
of the Northern paffage to China and Fapon.

But the Governours of the Eaft- Indian Company being fenGible,
how nearlythis concerned them, prefented likewife their Crofs-
petition, defiring, that the petition of the faid Merchants might
for the future be referred to them and their confideration: And
as for the reward, which the States had promifed, they would
take the performance of it upon themfelves, and proporticn it
as they fhould fee juft caufe.

The Merchants, finding their Petitions thus croffed , addreffed
themfelves to the King of Denmark, who immediately granted
their demands. Under his prote&ion therefore they equipped
two or three Ships , fuch as they judged moft proper for this
voyage. Which when the Governours of the Duteh Eaft-11dian
Company had information of, they raifed a confiderable fum of
mony , and eafily perfivaded the Mariners to defift from fo dan-
gerous (for fo they reprefented it) a voyage 5 and yet, that the
Merchants might have no juft caufe to complain againft the faid
Company, the Mariners went to Sea; bue negle@ing the dire@i-
onsand ordersof thofe Merchants, theyfteered their courfe di-
re@ly for Spitzberg, took in their lading of Fith, and returned
home. |
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Uponwhich the Eaft-lndian Company of the United Nether-
lands omitted nejther frudy, nor care, to find out a paffage through
rie North-Faflern Sea for thofe who were to return into Esrope
from the Ealt- Indies. ,

There was then much diicourfe of the Gulf of Anian, by
whicha paffage was faid to be open into the Tartarian Sea: And
fcwething they underftocd from the peopie of Fapon and the
Portuguefes, of the Country of Fezzo which lay above Japon.
Butnot refting fatisfied with the bare rejaiica,
in the years 52 and 53+ {ent out fome dex-
trous perfons to difcover thofe coafts 3 wko
pafficg beyond Japon, the fiftieth degree of Nortkern-latitude,
arrived upon the coaft of Fezzo, where they fel into a narrow
Sea, yet broad and convenient encugh to lead into the Northern

Ocean, The oppofite fhoars they called Det
X Which is indeed the  @Compagnie {and *, and an Ifland feated in
;1,’:{',;5,“;?;,’3;‘;_"" Mrthe middle of the Gulf they calied Dot Sta:

ten €pland, Many thingsare written con-
cerning the ftate and condition of thefe Countries, and many more
way be fourd in the Jourpals of the Maltersof Ships and Pilcts,
which are induftrioully concealed.

+ Compare Numb.1¢9,
of 1hefe Tralls, pa261,

Whether this Land of Frzzs be annexed to Japon or not | the
Inhabrran-s of both Countries doubt , becaufe valt and uraccefii-
ble Mounrains interpofe, which hinder the communication. Nei-
ther doth itasyet clear]ly appear, whether this Land of Fezzo
bea part of Tartary, or whether by an arm of the Sea divided
fromit. The Chinefes affirm, that Tartary runs three hundred
China Leagues Eaftward beyond- their famous Wall : So that, if
we follow thefe, the Country of Fezzo and Fapon may feem to
be annexed to Tarzary ; but thofe of Fezzo fay, that there rons
an arm of Sea betwixt them and Tartary : Whichopinion may
{rem to receive fome confirmation from what thofe Hollanders-
affirm, whothipwracked fome years fince upon Ceres, a peninfule
of China. They fay, that they faw there a. Whale, upon whofe
back ftuck a Harping-Iron of Gafeonpn  And the credit of this
affertion-not being queftioned by any, it is moft probably to
be conjedured, that this Whale paffed from- Spitzberg through

the
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the neareft arm of the Sea, rather than through the more re-
mote. Beithow it will, we may hence fafely concivde, that
the Sea which lies betwixt Japon and Spitzberg is paffable | and
that through more perhaps thanonearm or channel, by which they
communicate.

But to go on: After the Txperiments made by the Gover-
nours of the Eaft-ludia Compary, in the years 52 and <3,
they refolved to proceed no further upon the Difcovery 3 as
we!l becaufe the Emperour of Fapom interdited the Naviga-
tion of Forraigners into Fezzs, in regard (as they fay) of
the valt tribute which he raifeth anncally upsn the Silver-
Mines there 5 asbecaufe they think, it may
jittle conduce to their +advanrage, to have + 7t may be move tothe
this compendious way of Navigation dift  /ventaze »f Englaud.
covered. And therefore-they have thought
fit to prohibit all farther fearch into the Navigation to Jezzo ,
and the Couniries adjacent ;. upon which very reafon they
have alfo endeavoured to conceal their  Auffral Plantati-
one.

Now concerning that tra& or fpace, which lieth betwise
Spitzberg , Nova-zembla, and the Siraights of Fezzo , we have
nn reafon, for cught | fee, to entertain ary doubtsy though
rot o much in regard of the paffags, which the Wha.¢ at.ove-
mentioned found, ( that being but a conje&ural ground,) as
becaufe many of the efufeovite * liirera-
ries affureus, that the Coaft of Tartaryrans * Zewere st emifis for
not North-ward from Nova-zembla, but ‘i be#er f ;jr‘f’j“’:’:
turns up very much towards the Falt; flay fome yoarss with rhe
fo that the Head-land of Nova-zembls is Rufliens or ifufcovires

N , #n Samnieria, and 10
far the moft'Northern pare of al Tare e, o fmiviar ac

1ary, guxintance vwith that prople,

whs feem t2 koo that pafs
Tiges Marny things mighi le difecvered in this manner | Usth asto Jflcadsand Terra
firma.

This may likewife be colle€ed cut of the Hiftories- and
Mapps of China, which afiirm . that thofe who pafs from the
Wa'l of China Nor:hward, may,in the {pace of fuurtesn davs,
reach ihe Sea,  Andthe coaftof Tartary, which lies beyond the

Samoted: .
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Samijeds , fufficiently teftifieth the neighbourhcod of the Sea
forafinuch as the farther any man advanceth towards the Eatft,
the milder and better cultivated all things appearto him: For
the Mufeovites have there obferved large and navigable Ri-
vers , and fair Cities abounding with plenty of all manner of
things.

It remainsnow, that we fhould enquire, by what Courfe, and
in what Seafon of the year this Voyage is chiefly to Le ander-
taken ? It is hardly to be doubted, bat that the Straight
which lies betwixt Spitzberg and Nova-zembla may bLe paffed ;
and the courfe is to be diretted to feventy cighth, feventy ninth,
and even to the eightieth degree of Northern latitude, ~ If any
man fhall, holding the fame courfe, proceed farther, he wiil
find the paffage fhorter ; for, if we draw a line to pafs from
our Seas through the feventy eighth or feventy ninth degree of
Latitude to the Straight of Fezzo, it will be very near a
ftreight line: But if any would from the fame degree of La-
titude ( having vafled Nova-zembia) chufe to deciine toward
the coaft of Tartary, and coaft along by it till he meet with
fome Straight, he would find his Courfe fomewhat longer ,
but peradventure fafer and better ; fince many Straights would
feafonably prefent themfelves to him; and he might fafely neg-
lett the meafure of Longitude, which in open Seas (and efpe-
ciaily thofe that are near the Pole) is found difficult to be ob-
ferved, Neither ought this to be any hindrance, but that the
other way may be frequeuted 5 for , though in places near the
Pole, the moments of Longitzde have great variety in a little
{pace, yet there arifeth not ary great difficulty from thence ;
fince the fault may eafily bte prevented in lefler Circles: For
grant, that any Mariner in the obfervation of his Longitude
fhould miftake a whole quarter of the Compafs ( which may
eafily fall out in one daies fayling,) there cculd no great incon-
venience follow; fince the miftake, in regard of the fhorter
fpaces of Longitude , may be redtified in a lefler interval ;- Nor
is thereany man that knows not, that the Parallel circles, the
nearer they are to the Pole, the more they are contrafed | ti)l
they all end in one point; {o that the Errour cannot be very oreat,
wich falls cut in Longicides fo contraéted,
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Asto the Time of the year, wherein this Navigation.eught
to begin, it may be confidered two ways: In the beginning of
the Spring, wiz. in the month of March , it is confefled by moft
men, that the Winds and Seas are favourable to thofe that fayl
to Spitzberg, and the places near the Pole, and that they may run
all thar courfe from thefe partsin twelve or thirteen daiesfpace :
But when they have paffed fo far, if any man would defignto
fayl tothe Straights of Fezzo , he muft fteer his Courfe towards
the South : But then thofe motions of the Winds and Seas, which
were favourable to thofe who fayled Northward, will be con-
trary to thofe who ftand Southward, and they inay long enough
expedt Northern gales, which feldom blow till towards the latter
end of Summer, wiz. in the monthof Awgsf. If thereforeany
man would contrive to difpatch his voyage in the fhorteft time,
it were his fafeft rule to make choice of that time of year
wherein he might fooneft make to Spitzberg to and again, which
I conceive would be in the beginning of Sunmer; yet it
would be fafer to fet out fooner, if the Wind permit. ~ And al-
though this Courfe thould happily fucceed, it follows not, thac
1 fhould advife them to cbferve the fame in their return home-
vard 3 for, things of that raturemuft be left to the prudence and
conduée of difcreet Pilots and Mariners ; who are yet to te
advertifed,that, {ince the greateft part of this Navigation isto ke
fought through unknown Seas, they fhup, as much as in them lieth,
ail near approach to the Coalts and Iflands which they fhall encoun-
ter, for fear of thelce; and that they always make choice of the
molt open Seas, which are leaft infefted withit, and in which
the Colds are moft moderate.  For, experience hath fufficiently
taughr, that whole large Seasarcnever known to Le frozen, bat
the bordersof the Seas nesr iand only, and thefe by reafon o
the plenty ¢f frefb waters thatruninto the Ocean, or the Snows
melted in it.  And the fame experience hath taught, thar there is
not that danger from the fluétuating lce as i3 vulgarly apprehen-
ded, efpecially in Seas not {ubjeé to violent frorms, and withir,
the fizthor rather the eight month of the year,
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But in cafe that frequent Lands and Iflands are to be pafled , it
will be the fafer courfe to chufe the largeft and moft open Chan-
nels, and notto fayl near the fides that lie to the North, buc to
chuferather the Southern fhoars, whicharefeldom, orat leaft not
fo much, pefter’d with Ice.

When the nature of this Sea and of its feveral Straights fhall
be more perfeétiy difcover’d, itisnotto be doubted, burtthat
the whole Voyage betwixt Us and Fapormay be performed in the
fpaceof five or (ix weeks, at the moft. Butin cafeit thould,
cither by accident or grofs errour, fo fall out, that the Ships
thould be forced to winter there before they could recover home,
this likewife might be done without muchdanger ; provided that
they avoided the unadvifed proceeding of the Dusch, whobeing
caught, and neceflitated to pafs the winter in the moft Northern
Climats, planted themfelves there upon the higheft lands, in Hutts
fram’d of thinboards, (whereas in Laplasd it felf it is impoffible
to live fo3) butthey ought to fink their hcufes under ground,
and toheap much earth over them ; fince ’tignot poflible, or,at
leaft, extreamly difficult for men to fubfift in {uch an exceflive fe-
verity of Winter, unlefs they neft themfelves deep under the
Earth,

An



